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Adopt-a-Program Information

It is a pleasure to acquaint you with the work of the Regional Food Bank and our Adopt-a-Program campaign.  Through Adopt-a-Program, your funds can be sent to the Food Bank for use by local hunger-relief organizations.

Background
The Food Bank is a private, not-for-profit organization that is dedicated to alleviating hunger and preventing food waste.  We accept large donations of food from the food industry and then channel that food to agencies feeding those in need.  The Food Bank marked 26 years of service in 2008; we currently distribute nearly 20 million pounds of food per year to close to 1,000 agencies in 23 counties of northeastern New York.

Food and Other Supplies
The Food Bank receives food from a number of sources.  Donated food from the food industry makes up one part of our inventory.  These items are available to member agencies for a shared maintenance contribution of 16 cents per pound.  The shared maintenance contribution offsets a portion of the costs of storing and distributing large amounts of food.  The Food Bank makes up the difference with various grants and fundraising events.  Donated products vary greatly in variety and supply.  

To provide programs with a stable supply of staple items, the Food Bank also offers a co-op inventory, which consists of items purchased in bulk from vendors.  These items are available at a substantial savings over retail, because the Food Bank combines the buying power of its 1,000+ agencies.  

In addition, the Food Bank distributes USDA Government Commodities.  These products are distributed free of charge to pantries, soup kitchens, and emergency shelters, but their supply has decreased sharply due to budget cuts at the federal level. 

Finally, the Food Bank administers the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program (HPNAP) for the New York State Department of Health.  HPNAP supplements the food supplies of emergency feeding programs, but it does not come close to covering their full needs.

Funding
Shared maintenance makes up just a portion of the Food Bank's budget.  We aggressively seek out grants and fundraising opportunities.  We also receive some administrative funding for overseeing HPNAP and USDA.

Adopt-a-Program
To assist our member programs with their important work of feeding those in need, the Food Bank developed a fundraising effort called Adopt-a-Program.  This program establishes lines of credit for member agencies to offset their shared maintenance contributions and co-op orders.  These credits enable programs to secure more food for their clients. 100% of AAP contributions go on account for programs.  AAP also allows the Food Bank to extend its reach throughout its 23-county service area, and yet still give donors the option of keeping their funds local.

Funds are solicited from churches, community groups, companies, and individuals.  Donors may select specific agencies to support or allow the Food Bank to select agencies most in need.  Lines of credit for recipient agencies are established in the computer software, and orders are paid by the donations put on account for each program.  Statements are mailed to fiscal officers each month, with Adopt-a-Program appearing as a payment on behalf of that agency.  Copies of orders are kept on file at the Latham site.   

The biggest benefit of the Adopt-a-Program campaign is that it stretches the food buying power of the agencies because the food available from the Food Bank costs less than at the retail level.  Quite simply, agencies get a bigger bang for their buck at the Food Bank.  Contributing to agencies via the Food Bank is an efficient use of resources.  

Gift Acknowledgment

Donors specify the type of acknowledgment that they wish to receive.  Some contributors prefer to make anonymous gifts to programs, while others ask that the beneficiaries be made aware of the donation and its origin.  The Food Bank is happy to honor all such requests.   Gifts of $500 and over are listed in the Food Bank’s Annual Report, unless donors request otherwise.

Thank you for your dedication to the needy in your area, and for your desire to assist the pantries, soup kitchens and other programs in their noble work.  It is a pleasure to form partnerships where everyone wins.  I hope you will feel confident that money put on account at the Food Bank for use by local programs will be money well spent.  

For more information, please contact Tracey Martin at 518-786-3691, x227 or at traceym@regionalfoodbank.net.  To contribute to the Adopt-a-Program campaign, send a check made payable to the Regional Food Bank, with the donation form (or write AAP in the memo section), and indicate if your gift is for a specific agency or for the AAP pool.  Then mail your check as follows:

AAP

Regional Food Bank

965 Albany Shaker Road

Latham, NY 12110

